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 TOWNSHIP OF THORNAPPLE        

 Eric Schaefer, Supervisor / Laura Bouchard, Treasurer / Kathy Medenblik, Clerk  
Ross DeMaagd, Trustee / David Stanton, Trustee / Sandra Rairigh, Trustee / Richard Frye, Trustee 

 
REGULAR MEETING  
July 13, 2026, 7:00 PM  

Meeting held at Thornapple Township Hall, 200 E Main St., Middleville, MI 49333 
 Minutes 

1. INVOCATION 
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
  
3. ROLL CALL  
 

Roll Call: 
Present 7 
Absent 0 

Schaefer 
Bouchard 
Frye 
DeMaagd 

Present 
Present 
Present 
Present 

Stanton 
Rairigh 
Medenblik 

Present 
Present 
Present 

 
OTHERS PRESENT:  
Commissioner Getty, Chief Bill Richardson  
Other Guests: 5 
 
4. APPROVAL OF PRINTED AGENDA:  
 

Motion Stated: Motion by Frye to approve the printed agenda as amended to add new item 
‘B. Cindy Winters’, under Agenda Item 10.  

Motion Supported: Bouchard 

Motion Status Approved by voice vote. 7 ayes and 0 nays. MOTION CARRIED. 

 
5. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA:  
 

Motion Stated: Motion by Bouchard to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. 

Motion Supported: Rairigh 

Motion Status Approved by roll call vote. 7 ayes and 0 nays. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Roll Call: Stanton 
DeMaagd 

Yes 
Yes 

Rairigh 
Schaefer 

Yes 
Yes 

Bouchard 
Medenblik 
Frye 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
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6. FIRST PUBLIC COMMENT: (Please limit comments to 3 minutes) 
 
Craig Stolsonburg, Village of Middleville, Village Manager. They have received positive indications for 
the Trail Bridge project. Mr. Stolsonburg extended an invitation to the Board Members to attend the One 
Middleville discussion next Tuesday. If you can’t make it, please submit a response to the survey.  
 
7. CORRESPONDENCE: None 
 
8. COUNTY REPORT:  
Commissioner Getty reported the following: 

In June the following appointments were made:  
Liz Lenz from Community Mental Health to the Materials Management Planning Committee. ​
Julie Koon to the Mental Health Authority Board.  
Evan Wisner to the Veterans Affairs Board.  
Kyle Herp to the Zoning Board of Appeals for the County. 
Julie Pratt as Assistant Prosecutor. 
Historical records dating back to the 1800’s will be preserved by Kofile Technologies, Inc.  
Tomorrow they will meet and hear the annual report from the Airport. Following the County 
Commissioner’s meeting, Sheriff Dar Leaf will do an election integrity presentation.  

 
9. Planning and Zoning and Code Enforcement Report 
             Catherine Getty will get a report to the Board by next month.  
 
10. RESERVED TIME:  

A.​ Andrew Beck (Middleville Lions Club). Mr. Beck stated there was a great turn out for the 4th of 
July Celebration. He will meet with the Village to seek their future support and expresses his 
desire for the Township and Village to work together cohesively. The partnership and teamwork is 
what makes this successful. He is asking for a line item in the budget from the Township.  
Mr. Schaefer states that it is a great thing for the residents of the Township. He supports 
committing verbally to supporting the Village in this endeavor. Currently the Township has 
committed $6,000.00. Mr. Schaefer will write up an agenda request for the next meeting.  
Mr. Beck states that the total cost for the day and fireworks was approximately $15,000.00. They 
have ⅔ of the cost committed for next year. The goal is to keep this a free event for those who 
attend. Attendance was estimated at 2,000 - 2,300 people.  

 
       B.  Cindy Winters (Keith and Elsie Sage Trust).  

Chief Richardson honored Cindy Winters for her work to protect the wishes of her parents to 
support various entities that serve Barry County, including TTES.  
Ms. Winters thanked the Board and stated she enjoyed working with Chief Richardson to support 
the firefighters and emergency services for Thornapple Township.  

 
11.  EMERGENCY SERVICES REPORT:  

A.​ Chief’s Run Report Summary:   
●​ Shelby England had an accident on his motorcycle and is recovering. It is estimated that it will be 

6 months before he can return to work. He is undergoing extensive physical and occupational 
therapy.  

●​ There were 330 calls for service; 51 paid-on-call responses. There were two significant weather 
events with 39 wire down calls. Out-the-door time was 35 seconds.  

●​ Response time in the Township and Village was 7 min. 39 seconds; outside of the township was 
11 min. 28 seconds. 

●​ Update on the HVAC: He talked to the engineer and everything is squared away. A meeting will 
be held at the end of the month.  
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●​ The parking lot is complete. In 2 years it should be re-surfaced, then re-surfaced every 5 years. 
●​ The new ambulance arrived last week. 
●​ Applied for 3 firefighter grants - a new tanker, a new exhaust system, and 1.7 million dollars to 

hire new firefighters.  
 
12. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None 
 
13. NEW BUSINESS:  
  
A. VK Civil Looking at Thornapple’s Intercounty Drain assessment.  

Background: Thornapple's projected amount shared with the Residents and BCRC 

for the Intercounty drain is $1.7 million. It would serve our residents to make sure the amount is 
being assessed fairly. 
 

Motion Stated: Motion by Schaefer to approve VK Civil to assure accurate and fair 
assessments at a high level for an amount not to exceed $1000. 

Motion Supported: Stanton 

Motion Status Approved by roll call vote: 7 ayes, 0 nays. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Roll Call: DeMaagd 
Medenblik 

Yes 
Yes  

Rairigh 
Schaefer 

Yes 
Yes 

Stanton 
Frye 
Bouchard 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

 
B. Employee/Employer Retirement Contribution Plan 
Background: After extensive review of our current plan with VOYA and Acrisure, along 
with the ongoing issues with support and shortage of staff to develop our new plans, it is our 
recommendation to move to MERS 457-B Plan and 401-A Plan. Employees' contributions would remain 
the same but fees would be significantly reduced. 
 

Motion Stated: Motion by Rairigh  to approve the transition of our current VOYA 
Retirement Plan to a new plan with MERS. 

Motion Supported: Medenblik 

Motion Status Approved by roll call vote: 7 ayes, 0 nays. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Roll Call: Rairigh 
Bouchard 

Yes 
Yes 

DeMaagd 
Frye 
Medenblik 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Schaefer 
Stanton 

Yes 
Yes 

 
C. MI-MABAS (Michigan Mutual Aid Box Alarm System) 
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Background: This is basically an agreement to participate in a mutual aid / reciprocal service agreement 
during extremely critical emergencies wherein manpower and/or equipment is shared. There is no cost 
incurred. 
 

Motion Stated: Motion by DeMaagd to approve Resolution 07-2026 that the Thornapple 
Township approve the resolution to participate with the Regional MABAS 
program.  

Motion Supported: Frye 

Motion Status Approved by roll call vote: 7 ayes, 0 nays. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Roll Call: DeMaagd 
Frye 

Yes 
Yes 

Medenblik 
Schaefer 

Yes 
Yes 
 

Stanton 
Rairigh 
Bouchard 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

 
D. BS&A Software upgrade to Cloud 
Background: Our current financial operations software package, BS&A.Net is nearing 
its end of support from the provider. lt is estimated by the end of this year, they will no longer do any 
updates or fixes to the current .Net software.  

Motion Stated: Motion by Schaefer to approve the upgrade of our current BS&A Software 
package to their new cloud version.  

Motion Supported: Medenblik 

Motion Status Approved by roll call vote: 7 ayes, 0 nays. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Roll Call: Bouchard 
DeMaagd 
Frye 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Stanton 
Rairigh 

Yes 
Yes 
 

Medenblik 
Schaefer 
 

Yes 
Yes 
 

 
E. Deputy Supervisor Wages, Hours. TABLED 
After some discussion this Agenda Request was tabled. 
 

F. Memorial to Curt Campbell 
Background: Mr. Schaefer asked Board members to submit suggestions for a memorial to Curt 
Campbell. Curt’s wife will be involved in this consideration.  
 
14. COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
A. Administration (Schaefer, Bouchard, Medenblik) 

●​ No report. 
B. Cemetery (Medenblik, DeMaagd, Rairigh)  

●​  There was some discussion regarding the policy requiring land ownership/residency as a 
requirement for the reduced rate for cemetery plots.  

C. Middleville DDA Report (Schaefer)  
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●​ Katelyn Brown is doing a good job as Community Development Coordinator. The Riverbank 
Music series is going well. Heritage Day went extremely well. The turkey dinner went well.  

D. Elections (Medenblik, Bouchard, Schaefer)  
●​ There have been issues with election equipment. 2800 ballot applications were mailed out. The 

Absentee Ballots have been mailed out.  
E. Emergency Services (DeMaagd, Schaefer, Rairigh)  

●​  No report.  
F.  Finance (Bouchard, Medenblik, Rairigh)  

●​  No report. 
G. Parks and Recreation Representative (Schaefer)  

●​ Meeting Wednesday. A priority will be conceptual plans for 3 parks - Spring Park, Sheridan Park, 
and the East Bank Plan.  

H. Personnel and Compensation (Medenblik, Frye, Schaefer) 
●​ Work is being done on assisting employees with problem areas such as comp time, disability 

plan, disclosure of personal information.  
I. Property and Public Utilities (Stanton, DeMaagd, Frye) 

●​ Meeting at the end of the month.  
J. Roads and Highways (Frye, DeMaagd, Stanton ) 

●​ Looking forward to a ride-along with Barry County Road Commission.  
K. Duncan Lake Sewer (Frye, Stanton, Schaefer) 

●​ He is looking forward to an on-site visit.  
 
15. SECOND PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: None 
 
16. POLL OF MEMBERS:  
David Stanton (Trustee) - He dropped off hazardous waste at Kent County with a voucher obtained online 
and it went very well.   
Sandy Rairigh (Trustee) - nothing.  
Ross DeMaagd (Trustee) - nothing. 
Richard Frye (Trustee) -  nothing.  
Laura Bouchard (Treasurer) - nothing.  
Kathy Medenblik (Clerk) - nothing. 
Eric Schaefer (Supervisor) -  The Barry County Brewfest is going on this weekend. There are open spots 
to serve.  
 
17. ADJOURNMENT:                                                                                            TIME:  8:35 P.M. 
 

Motion Stated: Motion by Bouchard to adjourn at 8:35 P.M.  

 

Motion Supported: Schaefer 

Motion Status Approved by voice vote: 7 ayes, 0 nays. MOTION CARRIED. 

 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
Signed Township Clerk 
Respectfully submitted,  
Diane Dykgraaf, Recording Secretary  
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